Jete — Journal of Philosophy, Religious and Cultural Studies
ISSN: 3080-1281. eISSN: 3080-6895.

AIHTAHY - RELIGIOUS STUDIES - PEJIMTHOBEJAEHHUE

Scientific article
IRSTI 21.15.61

https://doi.org/10.32523/3080-1281-2026-155-2-120-129

STRUCTURAL AND PRACTICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF
THE RELIGIOUS ACTIVITY OF EVANGELICAL CHRISTIAN
BAPTISTS IN KAZAKHSTAN

“Didar MAMYRBAYEV , ’Ershat ONGGAR ', *Yeleukhan KALIYEVA -,
‘Kymbat KARATYSHKANOVA

2 Nur-Mubarak Egyptian University of Islamic Culture, Almaty, Kazakhstan.
bAbai Kazakh National Pedagogical University, Almaty, Kazakhstan
¢ International University of Tourism and Hospitality, Turkestan, Kazakhstan

dmamyrbaj@mail.ru

Abstract. This article examines the religious activity of Evangelical Christian Baptist

communities in Kazakhstan from structural and practical perspectives. The distinc-

tiveness of the study lies in its comprehensive approach, which goes beyond historical

or legal analysis to include community-based practices, religious rituals, missionary

strategies, and processes of adaptation within the national and cultural environment.

The study explores the internal pluralism of the evangelical Christian Baptist move-

ment by comparing Alexandrian, classical, and Pentecostal Baptist congregations

and analyzing their theological orientations, organizational models, and patterns of

interaction with the state. The article systematizes field empirical data on contem-

porary Baptist religious practices in Kazakhstan and the analysis of the transition of

missionary activity from traditional formats to digital platforms. The authors identify

the role of the baptismal ceremony, the practice of witnessing, as well as programs for

youth and children in the formation of community identity and the preservation of

religious continuity. In addition, special attention is paid to the adaptation strategies

of ethnic Kazakh converts living in an Islamic-dominated environment, highlighting

the importance of peaceful coexistence and intra-community support. The research

results contribute to a deeper understanding of the dynamics of the development of

Protestant communities in Kazakhstan and provide an analytical framework for analyzing

religious diversity and interfaith interaction. Overall, the article offers new scientific

insights into how evangelical Christian-Baptist communities reconcile religious identity,

social boundaries, and institutional constraints within modern Kazakhstani society.
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KA3AKCTAHZAFbI EBAHTEJ/IIILT XPUCTUAH-BAIITUCTEPAIH, AIHU KbI3METIHIH,
KYPbUIBIM/IbIK AKOHE TOKIPUBEJIIK EPEKIIE/IIKTEPI
alugap MAMBIPBAEB, *Epmiat OHFAP, "Ennyxan KAJIMEBA,
‘Keim6aT KAPATBIIIIKAHOBA
“Hyp-My6apak Ezunem ucaam madeHuemi yHugepcumemi, Aamameol, Kazakcmat.
bA6ali amwvindarul Kazak yammeolk nedazoaukavik yHusepcumemi, Aamamsi, Kazakcma.
‘XasnviKkapaavlk mypusm yxcaHe melimaHdocmulk yHusepcumemi, TypkicmaH, Kazakcmat.

CTPYKTYPHBIE U IPAKTUYECKHUE OCOBEHHOCTH PEJTUTU0O3HOM AEATEJABHOCTH
EBAHTEJ/IbCKHUX XPUCTHUAH-BAIITUCTOB B KA3BAXCTAHE
alupap MAMbBIPBAEB, *Epmiat OHI'AP,
> Enxyxan KAJIMEBA, <Keim6aT KAPATBIIIIKAHOBA
* Ezunemckull yHugepcumem ucaamckoli kyasmypul Hyp-My6apak, Aamamul, Kazaxcmat
YKazaxckuii HoyuoHabHbIl nedazozuyeckuli yHusepcumem umeHu A6as, Aamamol, Kazaxcma.
‘MedcdyHapodHblil yHusepcumem mypusma u 2ocmenpuumcmsa, Typkecman, Kazaxcmak.

Anaarna: bys makasna KaszakcraHziarbl eBaHT eI
XPUCTHAH-6ANTUCTEP KAYbIMAAPBIHBIH JAiHU KbI3METIH
KYPBLIBIM/IBIK K9HE TOKIpUOETiK TYpFbIaH KapacThl-
paabl. 3epTTeYAiH epeKlleiri — MacesieHi TeK TapuUXU
HeMece KYKBIKTBIK llIeH0ep/e leKTeMel, KaybIMilLliIik
Toxipubenepai, AiHKU pUTyasfapAbl, MUCCHOHEDJIIK CTpa-
TEerusiap/bl XKoHe YITThIK-M3ZIEeHU OpTaFa GediMmeny
yAepicTepiH keweHAi TypAe TanazaybiHga. 2KyMbl-
CTa aJIeKCaHAPHUAJBIK, KJIACCUKAJIBIK »XoHe eJIyiHIIi
6anTHUCTEDP KAYbIM/APbIH CAbICTBIPY apKbLIbl €BaH-
reJIIiJjl XpUCTHAaH-6aNTHUCTEP KO3FaJbIChIHAAFBI ilIKi
MJII0paIu3M auKbIHAAJIbII, 0JIApAbIH TE€0JOTUSIBIK,
GarjapJiapbl, YUbIMACTBIPYLIBLIBIK MOJEb/EP] XKoHE
MeMJIEKETIIEH ©3apa 9peKeTTecy YJrijiepi TajajaHaabl.
3epTTeyAiH FbUIBIMU XKaHa/bIFbl KazakcTaH aFbl Kasipri
GanTHUCTIK JiHU TKipubesepre KaThICThI 1aJIaJIbIK,
3MIUPUKAJIBIK JepeKTepAi )Kyiesey KoHe MUCCHO-
HepJIiK KbI3MeTTiH JacTypai popMmaTTapianH qudpibik,
miaThopMaapFa aybICy YAepiciH Tanazay 60JbIn Tabbl-
JlaZibl. ABTOpJIap IMOMBLIABIPY PaciMiHiH, KyaJiik alTy
TOKipUOECiHiH, COHZal-aK KacTap MeH 6aJsiajapra
apHaJIFaH 6aFaap/amManapAblH KaybIMABIK 6ipereii-
JIIKTi KaJbINTACTBIPYaFbl )KoHe 1iHU cabaKTaCThIKThI
caKTayZafrbl peJiiH aHbIKTaibl. COHBIMEH KaTap, UCaaM
6achIM OpTajia eMip CYpPeTiH 3THHUKAJIbIK Ka3akK AiHiH
KaObLIAaylIbLIap/iblH 6eiiMaeny cTpaTerusaaapbiHa
epekKlile Ha3ap ayAaphlibli, 6eH6iT KaTap eMip cypy
MeH KaybIMIIIJIIK KOy blH MaHbI3bl KepCceTileal.
3epTTey HaTUkKeJiepi Ka3akcTaHarbl IPOTECTAHTTHIK,
KaybIM/lap/ZiblH laMy JUHAMHUKACbIH TEPEHipeK TYCiHyre
BIKTIAJI €Til, IHU 9PTYPJIiJIiK ITeH KOHeCcCUsiapaJibIK,
©3apa 9peKeTTeCy/i Ta/lJayFa apHa/IFaH aHaJIMTHKa-
JIBIK Heri3 ycbIHa/bl. Kasmbl anfaHAa, MaKasa Ka3ipri

AHHoOTanua: B fjaHHOH cTaThbe paccMaTpUBaeTCs
pesMruo3Has AesiTeJIbHOCTb OGUIMH eBaHIeJIbCKUX
XPUCTUAH-6anTUCTOB B KazaxcTaHe co CTPyKTYPHOU U
NpaKTUYeCKOM Touek 3peHus. OTINYUTEbHOM 0C06eH-
HOCTBIO UCCJIeJ0BAaHUSA SBISETCS KOMIJIEKCHBIN OAXO0[,
KOTOPBIX BBIXOAUT 32 PAMKH UCKJIIOUYHUTEJIBHO UCTOPH-
YeCcKOro WJIM IPaBOBOT0 aHa/IM3a U BKJIIOYAEeT U3yYeHHe
BHYTPUOOIMHHBIX NPAKTUK, PeJIUTHO3HbIX PUTYAJIOB,
MHCCHOHEPCKUX CTPATErnH, a TaK»Ke MPOLLeCCoB ajiam-
TalUM B HAllMOHAJIBHO-KY/JIbTYPHOMU cpesie. B pa6oTe
BBISIBJISIETCSI BHYTPEHHUH IUIIOPA/IN3M €BaHTeJIb-
CKOT0 XpUCTHAH-6ANTUCTCKOrO ABMKEHNSI HA OCHOBE
CONOCTaBJ/IeHUA aJleKCAHAPUHICKUX, KIaCCUYeCKUX U NATHU-
JeCITHUYECKUX 6ANTUCTCKUX OOLIMH C aKLIEHTOM Ha UX
Te0JIOTHYEeCKUX OPUEHTALUAX, OPraHU3aLMOHHBIX MO/ie-
Js1x ¥ popMax B3auMoJeicTBUA ¢ rocyAapcTBoM. Hay4yHas
HOBH3HA UCCJIeJOBAHUS 3aK/II0YAETCS B CUCTEMATHU3a-
LMY 3MIIMPUYECKUX N0JIEBBIX JAHHBIX O COBPEMEHHBIX
6aNTUCTCKUX PEIMTMO3HBIX IPAaKTHKaX B KazaxcTaHe U B
aHasM3e TpaHCPopMaLUU MUCCUOHEPCKOH AeATebHOCTH
OT TPaJUIMOHHBIX popM K MPOBLIM M1aTGOpPMaM.
ABTODBI ONIpesie/ISIIOT POJIb KpellleHUsl, IPaKTHUK CBU/Jle-
TEeJIbCTBOBAHMUS, a TAKXKe NPOrpaMM [IJIsl MOJIOAEXKU U
JeTel B OPMHUPOBAHUY OOIMHHON UAEHTUYHOCTH U
NOJ/lepXKaHUHU PeIUTHO3HOM TpeeMcTBeHHOCTH. Ocoboe
BHUMAaHUe yJie/s1eTCs aJalTalluOHHBIM CTPaTeTrusM
3THUYECKHUX Ka3ax0B, IPUHABIIMUX XPUCTHAHCTBO, B
YCJOBUSAX NPEUMYIILECTBEHHO MYCYy/IbMaHCKOTO OKpY-
>KeHHUs C aKL[eHTOM Ha MHPHOE€ COCYLeCTBOBaHHE U
BHYTPUOOLIMHHYIO MO ePKKY. [losydeHHbIE pe3yib-
TaThI CIIOCOOCTBYIOT GoJiee TIy60KOMY MOHUMAaHHUIO
JAUHAMUKHU Pa3BUTHUS NPOTECTAHTCKUX OGLIUH B
KazaxcTaHe ¥ popMUPYIOT aHAJIUTHYECKYIO OCHOBY
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Introduction

The territory of Kazakhstan was subject to the Russification and Christianization policies of the Russian Empire
from the eighteenth to the early twentieth centuries; however, these policies were not fully implemented. Following
the collapse of the Russian Empire in 1917, the missionary activity of Protestant movements, including Evangelical
Christian Baptists (ECB), intensified in the region. At the beginning of the twentieth century, Baptists emerged in
Western Siberia, Northern Kazakhstan, and the Altai region together with German peasants who migrated from
Ukraine and the Volga region within the framework of Stolypin’s agrarian reform (Department for Religious Affairs
of the City of Almaty https://religionmap.kz/kz/subconfession/1597).

According to the researcher V. Dik, the missionary influence of Baptists in Kazakh society was, in some cases, more
significant than that of the Orthodox mission (Dik, 2009: 46). The arrival of Baptists in the territory of Kazakhstan
dates back to 1890, when they came from the Caucasus via the Trans-Caspian route, while their systematic mission-
ary activity began in 1903 in the settlement of Nikolaevka in the Kostanay district (Dik, 2003: 115). A report of the

)«

Orthodox Missionary Society’s

Turkestan Diocesan Committee” from 1916 indicates that a Baptist community and
church were operating in the city of Verny (present-day Almaty) (15). Furthermore, issue no. 13 of the Turkestan
Diocesan Gazette, published in 1917, reported that the number of Baptists in Central Asia was approximately 2,000
individuals (16).

Baptists date the beginning of their activity in Kazakhstan to 1908; accordingly, the centenary of Baptist activ-
ity in the country was commemorated in 2008 (Borbasova, 2009: 30). At present, the history of this movement in
Kazakhstan spans approximately 117 years. During the Soviet period (1917-1991), the principal obstacle to Baptist
missionary activity was the state policy of atheism. Following Kazakhstan’s independence in 1991, a process of
religious revival began, and Baptist communities resumed their activities through official registration.

Currently, there are 196 legally registered Evangelical Christian Baptist religious associations in Kazakhstan
(Ministry of Culture and Information of the Republic of Kazakhstan). Nevertheless, some communities have refused
registration due to the requirements of the Law “On Religious Activity and Religious Associations.” In 2015 and
2017, members of unregistered communities in several cities were subjected to administrative liability for illegal
religious activity (Glushkova, 2015; 2017). For example, in 2015, 69 court cases were initiated in the city of Arkalyk,
Kostanay Region, for the distribution of religious literature in violation of legal regulations (Glushkova, 2015). In
2017, Evangelical Christian Baptist communities in the cities of Temirtau, Oral, and Taraz were fined for holding
worship services illegally during the Easter period (Glushkova, 2017). According to community members, unregis-
tered communities do not pose a threat to the state; however, their belief in the supremacy of divine law over state
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law and legal restrictions confining missionary activity to the territory of the community hinder their registration
(Glushkova, 2017).

Although the number of studies devoted to religious processes in the post-Soviet space has increased, there
remains a shortage of empirical research on Christianity in Kazakhstan, particularly on the religious experience of
ethnic Kazakhs who have converted from Islam to Christianity. Although the Islamic revival in Central Asia has been
widely studied, the Christian revival and the activities of Christian communities in Muslim society have not been
sufficiently studied. In this context, there is a need for a systematic scientific study of baptism as a post-Orthodox
Christian direction.

The study is aimed at analyzing the historical development and current religious situation of the Evangelical
Baptist community in Kazakhstan. As empirical material, Sunday services of Kazakh communities that adopted
Christianity in Almaty were observed, and interviews with pastors were conducted. The researcher, as a participant
and observer, conducts the analysis and, based on the results obtained, identifies the features of the religious activity
of the Evangelical Baptist communities in Kazakhstan.

Relevance of the problem: The religious situation in independent Kazakhstan is characterized by a multi-confes-
sional structure, gradual changes in legal regulation, and discussions about the place of non-traditional religious
directions in society. In this context, the study of the religious activity of Evangelical Baptist Christians, which is a
branch of Protestant Christianity, is scientifically relevant. Especially in the face of legislative restrictions, the chang-
ing service models of congregations, their transition to online missionary work, and their adaptation to the national
and cultural environment are becoming an important subject of research (Glushkova, 2017).

Issues related to Baptism and Protestant movements in the post-Soviet space have been examined from various
perspectives in the works of Filippov (1973), Burdo (2003), Collins (1989), Grenz (2002), Fee (1985), Smagulov
(2011), and Glushkova (2017). The history of Baptism and missionary activity in Kazakhstan has been addressed
in the studies of Borbasova (2009; 2017), Dik (2003), Murzaraimov (2018), and Sagyndykov (2015). However,
comprehensive empirical analyses of the contemporary activities of Evangelical Christian Baptist communities,
including their internal and external structures, remain insufficient.

The object of the study is the religious activity of Evangelical Christian Baptist communities in the Republic of
Kazakhstan.

The subject of the study comprises the structural, ritual, theological, and missionary characteristics of Evangeli-
cal Christian Baptist communities in Kazakhstan, as well as the mechanisms of their adaptation to the national,
cultural, and legal environment.

The aim of the study is to analyze the contemporary religious activity of Evangelical Christian Baptists in Kazakh-
stan on the basis of empirical materials, in order to identify their structural-organizational, ritual, and theological
characteristics and to describe their models of operation within a predominantly Muslim society.

Materials and Methods

The study is based on a qualitative research methodology. Data collection employed internal (participant) and
external observation, semi-structured interviews, as well as source-based and content analysis methods. These
approaches made it possible to examine the religious activity of Evangelical Christian Baptists (ECB) from both
internal (theological-philosophical) and external (structural-ritual) perspectives in a comprehensive manner.

Field research was conducted in Evangelical Christian Baptist congregations in Almaty for six months starting
in September 2024. The research included participation in Sunday services, observation of regular congregation
activities, and interviews with pastors, deacons, and congregation members. The researcher took the position of
both participant and observer, studying the religious experience of the congregation in a natural setting. Ethical
norms were observed in the research process, prior consent was obtained from all participants, and confidentiality
of the information obtained was ensured.

The EBA congregation in Kazakhstan has several directions that have formed over historical periods. During
the research, three main directions within Baptists were identified: classical Baptists, Pentecostal Baptists, and
Alexandrian Baptists.
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Classical Baptists are a direction that has developed in the USA and Western countries, while in the case of Kazakh-
stan, they are known as traditional Evangelical Baptists and often serve in close-knit, relatively closed communities.

Pentecostal Baptists are characterized by a special emphasis on the influence of the Holy Spirit, immersion in
the Spirit, glossolalia (speaking in tongues), and charismatic worship practices.

Alexandrian Baptists are characterized as a traditional and missionary-active congregation that is in harmony
with the Eastern Christian worldview. This direction was chosen as the main focus of the study because field research
is available in Kazakhstan and the congregation has consented to participate.

The lack of a centralized management structure of Baptist congregations and the independent functioning of
each congregation made it possible to collect specific empirical data and identify intra-community features during
the study. Congregational staff provided conditions for open monitoring of the research process.

The research strategy was initially developed in accordance with the research questions. The following keywords
were used in the selection of literature: “missionary”, “Christianity”, “baptism”, “Central Asia”, “Baptism in Kazakhstan”.
The analysis included scientific articles published between 2002 and 2024 that were directly related to the research
topic. Materials from various publishing platforms and electronic databases, including Google Scholar and Scopus,
were reviewed. As a result of the search, 10 scholarly articles corresponding to the research objectives were selected.

In addition, content analysis was conducted on missionary and testimonial materials published on the social
media platforms of Evangelical Christian Baptist communities. Specifically, 51 testimonies describing individual
conversion experiences and 3 missionary-oriented podcasts were analyzed (“Zhol Shyndyk Omir”). Furthermore,
the registration dynamics of ECB communities were examined comparatively across different years, and patterns
of faith-based classification and historical chronology were systematized.

The collected empirical data were analyzed using descriptive, comparative, and classification methods. These
approaches enabled the systematization of both internal (theological-philosophical) and external (structural-ritual)
characteristics of the communities and provided a comprehensive portrayal of Evangelical Christian Baptist religious
activity in the context of the Republic of Kazakhstan.

Annual distribution of legally registered Evangelical Christian Baptist organizations in the Republic of Kazakhstan.

Table 1

Ministry of Culture and Information of the Republic of Kazakhstan

Denominations 2011 2022 2023 2024
Evangelical Christian Baptist 364 195 186 196

During the analysis of the collected empirical materials, descriptive, comparative, and classification methods
were employed. These approaches made it possible to systematize both the internal (theological-philosophical) and
external (structural-ritual) characteristics of the communities, as well as to provide a comprehensive description
of the religious activity of Evangelical Christian Baptists in the context of Kazakhstan.

Literature Review

The study analyzed domestic and foreign scientific works that consider the theological foundations of baptism,
the historical development of the Protestant movement, and the features of missionary activity in the post-Soviet
space. These studies served as a basis for a theoretical explanation of the religious activity of Evangelical Christian
Baptists and the interpretation of empirical data. While Filippov (1973) describes the doctrinal and ritual features
of baptism through the concepts of baptism, faith, and salvation, Collins (1989) analyzes the symbolic and dogmatic
elements of the Baptist belief system. Grenz (2002) focuses on the place of baptism in the Protestant worldview,
the relationship between the church and power, and the relationship between faith and the political structure. Fee
(1985) extensively examines the role of the Holy Spirit in Baptist theology and its influence on the religious experi-
ence of believers.
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The activities of Protestant communities in the post-Soviet space are addressed in the works of Smagulov (2011)
and Glushkova (2017), which analyze the legal status of religious associations in Kazakhstan and Central Asia,
restrictions on missionary activity, and the processes by which communities adapt to state policy. These studies
help clarify the impact of legislation regulating religious activity and religious associations on the functioning of
Evangelical Christian Baptist communities.

Issues related to the formation of Baptism and missionary activity in Kazakhstan are covered in the studies of
Borbasova (2009; 2017), Dik (2003), Murzaraimov (2018), and Sagyndykov (2015). These authors describe the
stages of the arrival of Baptists in Kazakhstan, the limitations imposed during the Soviet period, and the processes
of revival during the years of independence. In addition, these works partially address the adaptation of Baptism
to the national and cultural environment.

Nevertheless, the reviewed literature does not provide a sufficiently systematized empirical analysis of the
contemporary religious activity of Evangelical Christian Baptists, including its structural-ritual and theological-
philosophical dimensions, nor does it adequately examine their modes of operation in a predominantly Muslim
society. In particular, the religious experiences of ethnic Kazakhs who have converted from Islam to Christianity,
their social adaptation within communities, and the formation of new religious identities are rarely treated as
distinct research subjects.

In this regard, the present study seeks to supplement existing scholarship by offering a comprehensive analysis
of the religious activity of Evangelical Christian Baptist communities in Kazakhstan based on fieldwork data.

Results and Discussion. The conducted empirical study showed that the religious activity of evangelical Christian
Baptist communities in Kazakhstan is not homogeneous, but rather diverse in terms of internal orientations and
principles. During the study, it was found that there are significant differences between the views of the Alexan-
drian, classical, and Pentecostal Baptists within the IEB regarding the state, law, and missionary work. The results
of the empirical observation showed that the Alexandrian Baptists are not against legal registration, but rather, they
glorify statehood and social stability as religious values. Congregation meetings start and end with a prayer for the
country’s peace and the leaders’ well-being. The peace of the state is also reflected as one of the main themes in the
weekly prayer sheets distributed to congregation members.

It was also found that the reason for some congregations not being registered was more due to legal restrictions
(less than 50 people) than to their religious beliefs. In general, the majority of the IYC congregations in Kazakhstan
are legally registered and operating. These data indicate that biased opinions about unregistered congregations
need to be scientifically reviewed.

Among classical Baptists, the principle of separation of faith and state power prevails. During the interview, one
of the respondents noted: “God created both the congregation and the state, but their directions do not coincide
with each other” This position is consistent with Albert Henry Newman'’s conclusions about the independence
of the Baptist congregation (Grenz, 2002: 7). However, this independence does not mean complete isolation; the
congregation can establish relations with other churches and public institutions on the basis of mutual interest
(Afolaranmi, 2022: 5).

The research data was looked at. It was found out that there are about 10,000 to 15,000 people in Kazakhstan
who believe in BDS. This number was calculated by multiplying the minimum group size of more than 50 people
by the 196 groups identified. We do not know how many people are part of groups that are not officially registered.

We also know that there are 6 missionaries who are officially allowed to work in the country, as stated by Glush-
kova in 2017.

The results of the observation in Almaty showed differences in the buildings of Baptist congregations by ethnic
composition. Churches where Kazakh, Uyghur and Tajik congregations meet are mostly located in ordinary residential
buildings and are not equipped with security or video surveillance. Churches where Russian, Korean, and German
congregations meet, on the other hand, have security and parking systems due to the large number of believers
and their proximity to the city center.

The research revealed that baptism is a central religious practice in BDS congregations. According to the members
of the community, baptism is a sign of spiritual rebirth, a person repenting of his past life through faith (Smagulov,
2011: 50). As Collins (1989: 29) notes, this ceremony is interpreted as a symbolic act of spiritual cleansing, not a
washing away of sins.
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Differences were also observed in the age requirements for baptism. While the Classical and Pentecostal Baptists
allowed adolescents aged 14-18 to participate in the baptism ceremony, the Alexandrian Baptists do not support
the baptism of those under 18.

The order of the ceremony usually consists of the following stages:

- repentance;

- prayer;

- confession (declaration of faith in the Trinity);

- baptism by full immersion under the leadership of the pastor.

After baptism, acceptance into membership in the congregation does not occur immediately; the pastor monitors
the stability of the candidate’s faith, and only then does he or she receive full membership.

Sunday services are central to the religious life of the EAC congregations and last about three hours. The service
consists of several parts: common prayer, songs of praise to God, the pastor’s sermon, and congregational singing.
During the sermon, texts of the Holy Scriptures are read together with the congregation and explained using simple
life examples. A special feature is that women are also allowed to participate in preaching.

Guitars, dombra, drums, and choirs are used as musical accompaniment. These elements enhance the emotional
perception of the sermon and strengthen believers’ sense of identity. Community services are held in Kazakh and
Russian, and a special “Songbook” for Kazakh believers is used.

Testimony has emerged as an important religious practice in the IYC community. It is carried out during Sunday
services or at an informal table after the service, as well as on social networks. Testimonies tell about the experi-
ence of believers overcoming difficulties in their lives (illness, psychological stress, social crisis) through faith and
community support.

Children and youth form an important part of community life. Religious values are taught through educational
and playful elements in special rooms for children. And young people gather on Fridays, discuss Bible topics, and
organize festive and charitable events. This practice serves as a mechanism for ensuring intergenerational continu-
ity within the community.

The ICB congregations have adapted to internet missionary work as a result of governmental restrictions that
limit conventional missionary practices, such as distributing material on the street or from house to house. Accord-
ing to the survey, the congregations placed a high value on sharing their testimonies, preaching, and sharing their
members’ life stories on social media, YouTube, and websites.

This approach is emerging as a new form of missionary work.The results of the study showed that the religious
work of Evangelical Christian Baptists in Kazakhstan is a complex system formed by the influence of historical
tradition and the current socio-legal situation. The internal diversity of congregations, differences in theological
positions, and changes in missionary strategies determine the dynamic development of Baptists in Kazakhstan.

Conclusion and Implications. The conducted study reveals that the religious practice of Evangelical Christian
Baptists (ECB) in Kazakhstan constitutes a complex and multilayered phenomenon whose internal dynamics are
reflected through historical, theological, and social lenses. The history of ECB community development is insepa-
rable from the migrant waves at the beginning of the twentieth century; despite the harsh atheistic policies in the
Soviet period, these communities were maintained and, after the years of independence, they continued to evolve by
adapting to the new circumstances. Empirical data suggest that ECB communities in Kazakhstan are quite diverse.
Alexandrian, classical, and Pentecostal Baptists in these communities differ in a number of ways, such as their rela-
tions with the state, their attitudes towards legal registration, and their strategies for their mission work.

While Alexandrian Baptists support and consider legal registration as a priority, classical Baptists are firm in their
principle of complete separation of faith and state authorities. The phenomenon of internal pluralism of Baptism in
Kazakhstan is mediated by this situation, which serves as proof that its evolution is not limited to one single model
only. The results of the research indicate that baptism is a very important element in the church life of ECB communi-
ties. It is understood as being tightly connected with confession, faith, and the new life in the Spirit, and is regarded
as one of the chief requirements for becoming a member of the community. However, different communities have
different views on age-related matters, which in turn show the diversity of theological interpretations of Baptism.»

The order of worship, the habit of sharing testimonies, and involvement with youth and children act as systematic
tools that help to consolidate a community’s internal identity. Specifically, the testimony sharing tradition deepens
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the individual’s personal faith among the congregation, being also a powerful tool of missionary work. Commitments
to youth and children were recognized as one of the main elements that lead to the community’s lasting stability.

Due to legislative restrictions, the missionary activity of ECB communities has been forced to change traditional
formats towards the online sphere. Missionary work implemented via social networks, video platforms, and digital
content has taken the forefront of modern-day ECB activities. This change points to the communities’ capability in
forming new communication strategies when faced with external pressure.

The situation of the Kazakh ethnic believers is very interesting, especially when we take into account that they
live in a mostly Muslim environment. It is a known fact that religious conversion often comes out of a personal life
crisis or the person has at least some psychological stress or social problems. While the new religious identity is
being formed in certain cases, the person has to endure some social pressure. There are, nevertheless, some posi-
tive ones within the community who think that such believers should be given support, have a peaceful adaptation,
and avoid open conflict with society.

The study reveals that the religious activity of Evangelical Christian Baptist (ECB) communities in Kazakhstan
has been fluctuating mainly through trying to accommodate the national, cultural, and legal environment. ECB
communities are described as groups of believers who put a special focus on discipline, unity in the fellowship, as
well as spiritual transformation of the individual believer. On a local scale, the area of their activities constitutes
one of the tangible expressions of religious pluralism in Kazakhstan.

The research findings indicate the need for further interdisciplinary studies aimed at a deeper analysis of the
psychological, philosophical, and social adaptation processes of ethnic Kazakhs who have converted from Islam to
Christianity. Research in this area may provide a scientific basis for a more comprehensive understanding of the
dynamics of religious change in Kazakhstan and for strengthening interreligious tolerance.
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